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THE DEVONIAN PENINSULA

The southwestern peninsula of Great Britain consists of two belts
of broken highlands running in an east and west direction. The north-
ern belt consists of Exmoor, and is continued in the Quantocks of
western Somerset, and the southern one includes Dartmoor and Bod-
min Moors. These highlands have extremely heavy rainfall and poor
soils, with the result that the vegetation is of a moor type, and the
dominant occupation is the grazing of cattle and sheep. Between these
two belts is a fertile strip of lowlands. Here dairying is well developed,
and the raising of early vegetables is important. The numerous or-
chards of the lower slopes have made Devon one of the most important
fruit districts of the British Isles. The heavy rainfall and mild temper-
ature result in a luxuriant growth of grass and other vegetation. It
is not surprising, therefore, that Devon is one of the greenest sections
of England, and one of the most attractive. The peninsula has few
important towns or cities. Plymouth is a port of call for some of the
transatlantic liners; but in this respect it is losing much of its im-
portance to Southampton, which lies nearer to London and the more
densely populated sections of England. However, except on the moors
the entire region is dotted with picturesque villages. These vie with
an imposing coast line and the fame of Devonshire cream and fruit
in attracting an increasingly large number of tourists each year.

THE ENGLISH   PLAINS

The English plains occupy about three-quarters of the area of
England, and contain the principal economic and population centers
of the islands. Here important coal fields have led to the rise of great
industrial cities. Here also are to be found the most extensive areas of
level and fertile land in the British Isles, with the natural result that this
is the leading agricultural region. The greatest ports of Britain are
located on the estuaries which indent the edges of the plains. More-
over, these plains are nearest the continent, and were the first sections
to receive the cultural and economic contributions from the mainland.
London, the political, cultural and economic center of the British Em-
pire, lies in the southeastern portion of this region. Consequently, the
English plains are the center of all phases of British activity, and
from here British influence has been extended throughout the world.